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RETAIL FOOD PRICES, AUGUST, 1939 TO DECEMBER, 1940. 
ee In LIEU 


In September and October, 1939, retail food prices rose abruptly in all parts 
of Canada. From November 1939 until September 1940, city retail food price indexes either 
showed very little change or declined moderately. In the final quarter of 1940 retail 
food price averages turned upward again rather sharply. 

The net result of changes between August 1959 and December 1940 may be observed 
in the following percentage increases recorded for 8 city indexes: Palifax 15.2 p.c., 
Saint John 12.4 p.c., Montreal 10.5 p.c., Toronto 7.6 p.c., Winnipeg 10.2 p.c., Saskatoon 
12.1 p.c., Edmonton 9.8 p.c., and Vancouver 9.1 p.c. Increases in the two Maritime cities 
have been materially above average, and the Toronto increase somewhat less then average, 
Otherwise the advances were closely grouped around 10 p.c. 

Apart from the actual increases recorded, the most significant feature of the 
city indexes has been the amount of scatter in their levels relative to 1935-1939 base 
period averages. In August 1939, indexes for the eight cities were between 100.5 (Saint 
John)and 97.9 (Saskatoon), a range of 2.6 points. The sharp increase in prices during 
September and October was accompanied by a widening of this range to 5.2 points (Montreal 
109.4 and Vancouver 104.2), and during 1940 it reached 8.1 points. 

Throughout the period August 1939-December 1940, nane of the individual city 
indexes differed from the Dominion average index by as much as 7 p.c. If Halifax were 
excluded the maximum difference would never have reached 5 p.c., and presumably differences 
in complete cost of living indexes would have been still less. 


NEW RETAIL FOOD PRICE INDEX NUMBERS FOR 8 CITIES 

The preceding comments have been based upon newly constructed index numbers of 
retail prices for foods in 8 cities which are of outstanding importance as distributing 
centres. These indexes mark the first stage in a programme of regional cost of living 
indexes. The cities selected for this purpose were Halifax, Saint John, Montreal, Toronto, 
Saskatoon, Edmonton, and Vancouver. The Dominion Bureau of Statistics collected records 
of family food purchases in these cities during 1938 and 1939 to form a basis for calculat- 
ing representative family food budgets. The list of foods in the indexes is the same for 
all cities, but the food budget quantities reflect differences in the purchasing habits of 
typical wage-earner families in each of the 8 cities. 

Interest in the differences in regional behaviour of prices has prompted the 
publication of these indexes before the complete cost of living indexes for the eight 
cities are available. Food prices usually show wider fluctuations than prices of other 
goods‘ and services entering into the average family budget. Their reaction to unusual 
conditions affecting general price movements is likely to be more pronounced than the 
average of all items in the family budget. 

Retail food price index numbers for the 8 cities noted above may be found in the 
first table following for the years 1935 to 1940 inclusive. For subsequent months these 
{indexes will appear in the Bureau's monthly bulletin "Prices and Price Indexes" until 
further notice. 


COMMENTS UPON FOOD QUANTITIES USED IN CALCULATING CITY RETAIL PRICE INDEXES 

Amounts shown in the table on page 4 represent weekly average purchases for a 
family of 4.6 persons. Purchase records in the fall of 1938, and winter and summer periods 
of 1939 were averaged for this purpose. Brief comments upon regional differences in family 
food purchases have been based upon the table shown on page 4. 

Beef purchases far outweighed those of other meats. Amounts of beef and veal 
purchased per family tended to increase gradually from east to west as far as Edmonton, 
and then dropped moderately for Vancouver. Almost the exact opposite was true for lamb. 
Bacon purchases were highest in Toronto. ; 
| Family milk purchases were below average in the maritime cities, and highest in 
the western cities. Maritime cheese purchases were also low, with city averages in central 
and western Canada about equal. Family purchases of eggs and butter were generally similar 
in all regions, although western city averages were slightly above those for the east. 

There was generally a converse relationship between bread and flour purchases. 
Cities with high bread averages such as Montreal, showed comparatively low amounts for 
flour. Rolled oats was less popular in Montreal and Toronto than elsewhere. Canned 
tomatoes, on the other hand, were brought in unusually large quanti ties in Montreal, and 
potato purchases in Montreal and the Maritime cities were also high. 

Purchases of jam, marmalade, etc., were wmrch higher in Prairie cities than 


elsewhere. 


. Nhs ah 


> 


if 


ny. - o stee cg! 
a kd \ 21% Waid). 
(jon eet be ii i 
ner! tag lrsiiess 
i; tetyis 


. iu cn go 
sesh a 
ie. 4 en en Bw Tews eet 


tut: be: “wettane» yeshaber (ern © yah heey=rtt | 9t oUee RRS 
. wandiedaaes i. ig By Olah aL! entity ey" : ' Dan ihe f oe 
cult in amie une oot ody At eeeieRE «> .¢ sak ingee UOUGOY Tiley ¥> 
jeans Ma tlt aeee vadueaae Waewape + Ter ong ©, Cae 3 
- ) POSSE: ied Gwe Vy as 2 Ws len i. 
mle %& vliiek: sas Phil erp BAY , RBG ARs i a es 
ar an [<8 wt nt ex Mialse ae mand fe yretiidt in 
eal)? 20k gare hed, @vep te lv fa eye < "| ° (ie ghtee 
raet 7 209 ree at Py at 7 cae Bet: peat). 3.25 ee 
Lawti} Ae) ais’ ,Osr Beker ws | "a, wise> " F ay ea! aA 
etait SS] We ahi > Sar ft Of... by i 
2 in’ Thane Pied 49 tp mec OSL i att a od Es 
ae ladles atl ue wee * ga t*gh, ae + is tad ae i 
erreveh rep vi fagerie ee ,eo8R tsa " “A hee 
weet Sifie carr puis . 
sabein A Se Bema seotts sou? oot 
yeni’ Wer Bequ pi l ere 
AcPient Berhaee i 
5! » Ecppits : Se yrat Bet shee " : 
Ai Sei, PETE Ou aim 
‘en Sah (oete-Le waste et “0 a 
; jot sO Soek has : i ce 
i ween wee 2t Suseimt eds at nigel te ve “om 
% 272 ; Heed Ore a a as < eat re Z “ ’ 
4 tyepae ML  GRer 4" ; ne aad oh ode tak 
4a hee & ec: ROS meet! S46 senr. abst via ae athe “0 “wept 
bug ae swig Wee F uta) t7 . Pie. be Ka Pi {iets ote 
\ feuagoy m7 Se pam +Liety” mes iod 0 hme F ees i aspar penn’ 
std hiosesh wig ee 8s U! 4 Bit a Oa hs pa Bob 
«te fi ‘it 2082 Pty 
i ae’ al eat weeds 'Aues-sh-/ Ss € iy a rt BAa = 
igs? nine thhap sy Pe rpiaet : . it) 
: u at ssh: i $1 Pret a eter tts el ss aaah 
‘ 
a siites A TA IRN REA Ler ok oo RRO TA ea eel en 
, ane tne. saeco “2a Dice hot 18 jEyry: mid sal 
te ssda peoudg Eger Gel kW bas eee neil BY ew a 
«five el nt See Liaise Shag” aia ip itd ae ii 
‘piped itn AO Shaker 
ij ooum' * in ti 4 EVAeD (TS wa 20” ORD we! Pe ' pil tas | 
' -gadouint ka et WA ve +'cgam weal) Clea hang 2 cyt hind Sap 
cs We Bs ea yee SRTROAN IORO7 Sar 7hp nis po Pia e " ror ute DAGON hr a 
a? eae 7 be ( De cone 
} % uel i Oi p= * is tl ys ; Alaa FS 33,900 whee ‘ ae ale yiok By 
tonyues quarrs'e ua eel calle (atime or we Pe (age 7? 
weitere Aideihade sO vetted baepaage ic Teneipirg, Plat: \ epi)? = 
age cfd Ne" see \itdaice war ae VEO Tele ct , el 
mabe’ goth ied heated Quon aie BET ree es % “or 
"tis", meee we Lo Dee SRL Sate ‘Tange .ieerieo, Sut © ae =! Om 
AGSiet — « *reahwe?: “5.\3 071 wea” han kere 2° wl ig ww sia 6 
bie” Egorredy of) b82 > beaiqy tees aged (ote mr yd Dtqreth eer ai ol teed SERS 28 
ets By fe B-gr Vite ePSRe rae pid 00 aL ee Games 
an eaialG 4 ba im av ‘tS Aa im sew cae 1s ee oe tt a vie 
. 
iF 
+ ‘ ¥ 
- ed = 
ry A 
a at =6t , 5S ss i 


INDEX NUMBERS OF RETAIL FOOD PRICES FOR BIGHT CITIES IN CANADA, 1935 - 1940 
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FOOD WEIGHTS FOR RETAIL PRICE INDEX NUMBERS OF SPECIFIED CITIES 


AVERAGE PURCHASES PER WEEK FOR FAMILY OF 4,6 PERSONS). 
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Cheese 


Milk 
Butter 
Eggs 


Sirloin Steak 
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Round Steak 


Rolled Rib Roast 
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Lamb 


Pork, Fresh Loins 


Pork, Fresh Shoulder 


Bacon 


lb, tin 


Canned Salmon 
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Rolled Oats 
Corn Flakes 


Rice 


Granulated Sugar 
Yellow Sugar 


Tea | 


Coffee 


Cocoa 
Salt 


Beans, dry 


Lb. 
pk. 


2d's tin 
16762, tin 


Onions 

Potatoes 

Canned Tomatoes 
Canned Peas 
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Canned Corn 
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Canned Beans 
Raisins 
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lb. 
lb, 
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Currants 


Prunes 
Bananas 
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16 oz.tin 


Canned Peaches 
Corn Syrup 
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